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Atthe &57th Grammy Awards held on Sunday night, Sam Smith, a
virtual unknown a year ago, took the most coveted prizes in three
top categories: recard, song and new artist. It was an evening that
seemed like a coronation for the 22-year old soul singer from the
UK, butthe broadcast had plenty of other surprises and delights.
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In a three-and-a-half-hour broadcast that had its share of Heart of Gold
emotional ups and downs, there were some moments that made
the evening memarable, including AC/DC's powerful opening set,
a very serious and sober message from President Obama about SPOTLIGHT MEDIA
domestic violence and even historic moments, with Sir Paul PRODUCTIONS
McCartney taking the stage with contemparary giants Kanye West
and Rihanna. Sir Paul showed some moves onstage with Kanye About Us
and Rihanna, but his best dancing actually occurred earlier in the
evening, when he took to his feet during Jeff Lynne's terrific All Articles
rendition of Electric Light Orchestra’s “Evil Woman.” [
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Cwer the course of the evening, legends like Annie Lennox

stepped in to add vocal dramatics to the performance of emerging
Irish newcomer Hozier for an inspiring medley of his
breakthrough hit “Take Me to Church™ combined with the
Screamin’ Jay Hawkins' classic °I Put a Spell on You™ (covered by
Lennox on her latest album, Mostalgia). It was Lennox who
showed the crowd that she still has the pipes to sing with anyone.
She sounded as powerful and fierce in her delivery as ever and
danced with the seductive hips of a woman who still gets the
sensuality and emaotion of the music. Lennox also accompanied

Privacy Policy
Staff
Terms of Use

TWITTER

Hozier with an air harmonica, using just her hands to generate ARCHIVES
and ended the performance clearly empowered by her performance and the respanse of the crowd. .
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‘Albums — remember those?” awards presenter Prince said October 2014
before announcing the Album of the Year award, then injected a
pithy bit of social commentary that had been repeated in various June 2014
way's throughout the night when he added, “Like books, and black April 2014
lives, albums still matter.” b
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February 2014
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When Los Angeles-based singerfsongwriter Beck was
announced as winner in the Album of the Year category, in a less September 2013
inspiring moment, Kanye West threatened to step onstage and
cause a scene and later proceeded to rant about the Beck's lack  August 2013
of respect after the show. Beck appeared a lithe amused by
; T S June 2013
kKanye's stage presence, and his “Morning Fhase”™ was clearly an
upse.t w_mnet n*rrer thg I:ng favarite Eie_}-unce. It was also the one March 2013
loss in Sam Smith's big night, as he missed outon a full sweep of
the four top Grammy categories in which he was nominated — February 2013
record, album, song and new artist.
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Last year Madonna popped up during Macklemore and Ryan August 2012
Lewis’ gay-marriage-themed moment on the Grammy stage, but
the pop diva is always captivating when she is allowed her own June 2012
space. Her performance of *Living for Love™ was the debut of her
new single live, and she performed in a matador's outfit by April 2012
Givenchy, while masked, horned minotaurs gyrated on stage,
liting, tossing and spinning her on their shoulders before she was February 2012
hoisted up and out of sight as the number closed. Dramatic stuff.
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After some three and a half hours the show ended on a high note, August 2011
with Beyonce, John Legend and Common delivering soulful
versions of *Precious Lord, Take My Hand™ and *Glory.” Before  June 2011
the show was over Beyonce wan three awards, Miranda Lambert
got bleeped and all in all it was another exciting and sometimes May 2011
even theatrical display of the music industny's talent. .
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