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By Adrienne Fapp

“It could be a great example in our crazy world
for politicians and countries to use a little
creativity along with leadership.” Clint
EQsTwood
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“Il buono, Il brutto, il cothiveo™ alics The Good,
The Bad and The Ugly, was a big hit movie in
1944 that started Clint Eastwood's career as an

instant Intermational star, but it wasn't the only
relo Hlhomt Fovmel Rimm poocome] faladla 42 DOiels coes]

Burton in those days. A tough-guy action hero
with an offbeat humeor, an exceptional talent,
and later on, a brlliant director, Clint Eastwood
has made his mark in the World as a living
legend and a never-before icon who has set a
standard in Holywwood that is truly unmatched
by anyone else.

Mominated for an Oscar, six wins and Six
nominations, The Bidges of Madison
which he not only directed but also starred in
opposite Meryl Streeg, was the most successful
romantic drama of our generation.
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This kind of love happens once in a lifetime if
one is lucky, but expressing this on the big
screen with seemingly little or no action to go
on makes Eastwood the ulfimate director of all times. Playing away from typecast, he proves himself
diverse yet again with only one of the exact same ingredience as before: Excellence.

Charfing onto ’raugher life-lessons, Eastwood then acted and directed arguably the best picture of his
life, Million D v, expressing the everlasting sorrow produced by o painful estrangement from
love by bl:::n:::d, — which then franslates into a lost, but “tough” soul that has been seeking forgiveness
for the past 25 years, despite the fagade of a “Hell, do | care...” attitude. A critical and commercial
tiumph. the movie won the Academy Award for Best Picture, as well as earning Eastwood o
nomination for Best Actor and o win for Best Director.
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Both these movies linger with the soul for a lifetime. And, In one word, that is the trademark of Clint
Eastwood,

The fact that he directed ? different actors in Oscar-nominated performances just speaks about the
magnetism and chansma he has on or off screen. Mot a huge surprise then, that Clint Eastwood has
again directed a new film that is vastly different from any other previous work.,

This fime the main character is Melson Mandela in a brec:’rh’r-a!-:ing true story given life by such exquisite
actors as Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon in Invicfus where the story is wrapped around rugby, o

very popular sport in South Africa.

“This project wasn't approached because of rugby; like Million Dollar Baby was not approached
because of fermale boxing either. It is the story of the use of the game, — that's what attracted me to
the project and rugby. | like the game. The point however is that | try o tell about rugby as accurately
as possible, but at the same token, the story is about the use of the game for reconciliation in o
country that was on the verge of civil war when Mandela took office.”

As obwvious as history shows us, there must have been traps and possible held backs with such o task,
which must have posed a need for a delicate balance for him as a director.

“Mandela knew that the white population still controlled the army, the economy and the police. — so
he made the statement 'We need every brick to build the country, regardless of what color it is.' — and
he did do. Yet, he did not strip a lot of the government offices, which is what politicians usually do. In
which he is obviously a superior person, despite that he was in prison for 27 years. The normal human
emotion would have been to come in and be vengeful, — | think,” he says. “Come in and strip
everything down, — like we do it in this country, — but Mandela sort of looked at the bigger picture of
everything. That 1s what attracted me to the story. and in fact it was almost one of the biggest
obstacles 1o not make him too Christ-like, — but he i5." Clint concludes with a laugn-like smile. That
famous one that supports what he means, yet charms you to your core, topping It with a voice that
resonates with just the right decibel of authorty and kind, unimposing intelligence. In other words, the
qualities that make someone powerfully charismatic, yet deeply humble.

There is an understanding in Clint Eastwood thaot bubbles to the surface, but is hidden enough for the
audience o discowver layer after layer about the message unfolding in his films, unexpectedly reaching
the deepest level of emoftions in viewers. 's a little bit like he seems in real life: starfing a sentence, but
then giving It up because there is jJust Too much to say all at once and it 15 almost better to drop It and
start anew scattering it all at once until one big painting becomes a Picasso. That 15 where genius is
born.

When discussing the success of Mandela we touch on various points as to whether or not he was the
ulfimate success. “He wasn't successful in his mamage.” Clint says, “in his relationship with his
daughter, and other children he had. And, | think he has, | am told. a lot of regrets about that, but he
also came in and said, he was going To serve one term and that is it. And, | know how that feels.”

while religion and culture separates people, this famous '95 rugby event really did bring people
together in a way that sport seldom does. They were dancing in the streets together and everybody
was having a great fime. You had not seen blacks playing rugby before 1995, but now you do in the
fields everywhere, although not always in uniforms. It is something people continue do to this day,
thanks to the events of 1795.

Whether or not it is more difficult to portray a real story on screen than fiction depends on how well
written the scnpt is and whom one works with. On this film all of Clint's actors were professional rugby
players with just a few exceptions.

To the guestion as to whether or not he will play another role in one of his upcoming movies. which
there is yet another one in the making right now, the answer is, * Oh, | do not know. | never know
what the last one is going to be, but | am at the age where they do not write a lot of great roles for
people and | am happy in the back of the camera where | do not have to wear a tie and nobody i3
coming in saying ‘this won't match,' so there is o lot of advantages.”

what would he want the audience to capture from this latest movie®

“I would like the audience to understand this very unique kind of mentality that Melson Mandela had...
and think about it in terms of the whole world, — if we could solve a lot of problems In a non-military
way, this would be a great example.”

Clint Bastwood, a five-fime Academy Award, Golden Globe Award, and People's Choice Awardg
winner, continues to fascinate through his movies, always conveying a message that touches us
deeply with lingering thoughts that only an artist with the deepest understanding can create. He is
someone who confinues to write entertainment history with every role he plays and ewvery film he
directs.

About the Writer: Adrienne Papp is a recognized journalist who has written for many publications
iIncluding Sawvoir, Beverly Hills 90210, Malibu Beach, Santa Monica Sun, The Bewverly Hills Times, Brentwood
Mews, Bel-Air View, Celebrity Society, Celeb 3toff, f Magazine, Chic Today, LAZDAY, among many
others. She is the President and CEO of Los Angeles/Mew York-based publicity companies, Aflantic

Publicity andAtlantic Publisher. Adnenne writes about world trends, Guantum Physics. enterfainment
and interviews celebrities and world leaders. She also owns ipotlight MHews
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Fandango Top Box Office

1. Resident Ewvil: Afterlife 3D $24.6M
. Takers $5.6M

. The Amencan $5.6M

. Machete $4.2M

. Going the Distance $3.7M
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Academy ta Present o Centennial
Celebration with Glong Stuart
Cheryl Cecchetto to Produce
Academy's 2010 Governors Ball
The Fantastical Worlds of Ray
Harmyhausen Land at the Academy
“Mildred Pierce” Raises Her BEyebrows at
“"Oscar® Mo

“"Oscar® Moir” Picks “The Blue Dahlia”
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